“Let Us Ask God for Patience - James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11; Isaiah 35:1-10
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.
+++++++++++++
The word patience is very important in the reading from the Epistle of James. He mentions this
word in four verses. In fact, the three readings for today speak about patience.
Let me tell you about a “driver whose car got stalled in the heavy traffic as the light turned green. All
his efforts to start the engine failed, and a chorus of honking behind him made matters worse. He finally
got out of his car and walked back to the first driver and said, "I'm sorry, but I cannot seem to get my
car started. If you will go up there and give it a try, I will stay here and blow your horn for you.”
Friends, patience is not something we are good at, in our day and age. Why do some have this
quality and some do not? Is it just a matter of some being able to wait better than others? Or is there
something else involved? Could it be that all this talk of patience is, in reality, really a matter of control?
Especially when it comes to God. If we are impatient with God, is it because we want to be in control?
Because we want to direct the goings on? If so, then a call for patience is not telling us to just get
better at waiting, but is a call to relinquish control. A call to repent. A call to leave things in God’s
hands.
In the Holy Gospel today, we again heard from John the Baptist, but a very different word from
what we heard last week. Last week we heard John’s strong message of repentance and judgment, of
wilderness and sin, and yet also baptism and forgiveness. John was proclaiming and getting results.
Today, we hear, he is in prison. King Herod has gotten tired of his constant preaching again him, and
so he sent him to prison. And John is not at “Camp Cupcake prison,” West Virginia where celebrities
go when they made a criminal offense. No. John the Baptist was in a real prison. The kind of place
many people did not come back from.
Today, John speaks again. Sending a question to Jesus. And in John’s words, do we hear a
bit of impatience? “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” If Jesus is the One,
why is He letting John, His cousin, His forerunner, rot in prison? Are you going to do something, or
not? Are you going to get me out, or not? Or shall we look for another? And what is Jesus’ answer?
Well, really, He says, patience John! “The blind are seeing, the lame are walking, the lepers are being
cleansed, the deaf are hearing, the dead are being raised, and the Good News is being preached.” It
is all happening John, just as the prophet Isaiah said it would when the Messiah came. But God
decides.
God decides; the who, the what, the when, the how, and the why. He gives to whom He wishes
to give, and at the proper time. Him, not you. “And blessed is the one who is not offended by [this.]”
Blessed is the one who lets God be God. Who believes, though things may look bad; who is patient,
for God is in control. And after giving this answer, Jesus then goes on to praise John and speak highly
of him, even after such a question. For what is happening to John is not because he did anything
wrong. He is not being punished while others are being freed and healed and saved.
In fact, Jesus says, the reality is just the opposite! For “among those born of women there has
arisen no one greater than John the Baptist.” Such high praise! But with these words Jesus is teaching
that you cannot judge God’s favor by outward appearance. For to do so, to judge, is trying to take
control back from God. Control that is not ours to take. We are instead called to be patient. No matter
where you live, or when you live, and even if you are John the Baptist. God will come. He will save.
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And then greatness. For “even the least in the kingdom of Heaven is greater” than the greatest on this
earth. And to this heavenly reward, this greatness, Jesus is working. Working not for Himself, for it is
already His. He is the Son of God. He is working it for us. We are simply called to be patient. To
trust. For the Lord is coming.
James then gives us an example of this patience, for our consideration, when he says: “As an
example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.”
But this patience is not general kind of waiting that he is speaking of here, for what did these prophets
speak of? Many things, but primarily, of the coming Savior. Of the birth of Christ. And although they
spoke often of it, and suffered greatly for faithfully speaking of it, they did not get to see it. In fact, only
one of the Old Testament prophets got to see this prophecy come to pass, and that was the very last
one, John the Baptist himself. But even though that first Christmas took a long time coming, God was
faithful. And it did come to pass, in God’s time, in His way.
And their situation is very much like ours today, which makes them such a good example. They
were waiting for the coming of the Lord in His First Advent, His birth, and we are waiting for the coming
of the Lord in His Second Advent, His coming again in glory. And both call for patience. Patience as
in relinquishing control. Patience as in trust. Patience as in leaving our lives and our times in God’s
hands. And so we are presented with two alternatives. Two ways we could go. The way of patience,
which is the way of discipleship, the way of following; or the way of unbelief, which is the way of control,
the way of choosing my own path, of trying to lead God where I want Him to go, and where I want Him
to be.
And that second path is a mighty attractive path! It appeals to the sinner in all of us, to bend
and shape God to my wishes and desires and thoughts. But that is idolatry. That’s it, isn’t it? For you
and I. For John. For all Christians. We believe, and yet . . . How often is John’s question our question?
His question on our lips? Are you? Will you? When? Can’t you see I am suffering, struggling, rotting
in this prison? “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief.”
And this, He does. For the Lord is patient with us. For as we repent of our unbelief, of our
wanting to take the road of control we are walking Isaiah’s “Way of Holiness.” Others may take the
comfortable way, the easy way; but this is the way of the Lord. The way of repentance, confession,
and cross. The way of faith, forgiveness, and resurrection. This is the way John came to prepare, the
way our Lord walked, and the way He now bids us follow. And on this path He promises not ease, or
luxury, or greatness; only His presence. His presence to water us, to feed us, to sustain us, to forgive
us. His presence to be with us where we are, that we might be with Him where He is.
And this is the very thing the prophets spoke of: His presence with us, where we are, in the
flesh. Immanuel, God with us. For He came, as He promised. Born of a virgin, in Bethlehem. To be
with us in all of life, in birth, in trouble, in temptation, in joy and sorrow, in prison, and even in death.
For this is the path that He took, and so He knows what you are going through, and He knows what
you need. He knows, even better than you know. And He provides. Providing His Word to sustain
John in prison, and providing His Word to sustain us. His Word preached, His Word joined to the water
of Holy Baptism, and His Word joined to the bread and wine of Holy Communion.
And His Word make these ordinary things extraordinary. He makes them His gifts, giving not
just advice or instruction, but faith. Not just washing, but forgiveness. Not just food, but His very Body
and Blood. And in His coming in these ways, He is working for us. He is working in us. And we are
saved.
So will you ever have doubts? Fears? Questions? You most certainly will. For like John, we
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live in a prison house of sin and death from which we cannot set ourselves free. And questions will
come; and a lack of patience. But the great paradox of Christianity is that although, like John, we live
in this world of sin and death, we have been set free from sin and death.
In Christ. In His forgiveness and gift of new life. And so we are living in two kingdoms, very
different from each other. In the world in the flesh; in Heaven by faith. But this too, Jesus knows. It is
what He did for us. It is what we see at Christmas. The Heavenly come down to earth. In His first
advent, His first coming, He conquered sin and death through His death and resurrection. And in His
second advent, His second coming, He will do so again conquering death by raising us from death to
life eternal. And then all doubts and fears and questions will be gone; all questions of patience and
control done. There will be only life with our Savior and our King. Amen
Now the peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds through faith in
Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen.
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